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Class IV Laser Therapy Staff news 

Abby Pye has returned full-time 

from maternity leave (and has 

finally taken her married name 

after 8 years!). Abby is an RCVS 

recognised Advanced Practitio-

ner in medicine and we are glad 

to have her back!  

William Swift unfortunately      

remains unwell and unable to 

work. We wish him a full recov-

ery. 

We also welcome two new 

trainee nurses to our team: 

Steph and Laura both started in 

January and are settling in well. 

We hope they enjoy working and 

learning many new skills at     

Priory Lodge Vets. 

Infrared laser light from therapy lasers harmlessly 
penetrates deep into tissues where it is absorbed into 
cells, and this energy is converted into chemical (not 
thermal) energy. Therapy laser light stimulates the 
mitochondria within cells to help tissues heal. Scien-
tists call this ‘photobiomodulation’. A cascade of 
beneficial effects then takes place at a cellular level 
which improves blood flow, heals tissue and reduces 
pain. Since November last year we have been offer-
ing laser therapy to our patients (and tried it on our-
selves too!) Initially a bit sceptical, we were quickly 
convinced of the effectiveness and safety of this new 
technology. 

Skin wounds, bite injuries and dermatitis lesions all 
respond well to laser therapy. A single treatment    
following surgery helps to reduce swelling and pain. 
Studies indicate that laser-treated wounds can heal a 
third faster than normally expected. 
Laser therapy is an excellent way to assist older pets 
with chronic painful conditions such as arthritis, spinal 
problems and hip dysplasia. Often these patients are 
already on painkillers, but they show an additional  
improvement in mobility and quality of life following 
laser treatment. Chronic conditions normally require a 
series of treatments before the benefits are fully real-
ised, (we aim for five sessions over a period of 14 
days) with top-up treatments every 3-4 weeks. Laser 
treatments are done without sedation and are drug 
free, which is especially important for those pets who 
suffer side-effects from medications. Speak to a 
member of staff if you are interested in finding out 
how laser therapy can help your pet. 

**NB** Insurance Forms **NB** 

Over the last number of years insur-
ance companies have made the claims 
process increasingly cumbersome. We 
are spending more time completing 

claim forms than ever before and are 
also facing increasing printing costs in 
providing full histories for patients. As a 
result most practices now charge for 
this service. From the 1st April a fee of 
£8.50 will be levied for a new claim with 
a reduction to £5 for continuation 

claims. Where  clients require a direct 
claim a £20 handling fee will apply.  
Clients need to make us aware if they  
require a direct claim  and provide us 
with their policy documentation before before before before  
treatment is performed. 

We regret these changes and appreci-
ate your understanding. 



Guinea pigs are clever and sociable animals that make great family 
pets. Originally from the grasslands of South America, they thrive on 
a mixture of hay, fresh greens, fruit and vegetables. A small quanti-
ties of commercial concentrate food is usually given as well. Guinea 
pig food must contain Vitamin C as guinea pigs cannot generate 
their own and will fall ill without it. Make sure you feed your guinea 
pig twice a day and that fresh water is 
always available. 
Your guinea pig will love having a 
companion, but you must have a 
hutch large enough to accommodate 
them both (suggested 1m² floor space 

each). The best companions are neu-
tered littermates or single sex groups. 
They should not be housed with rab-
bits. 
The minimum size for a good hutch is 90cm x 60cm x 45cm high. 
The hutch should be placed in a sheltered position and out of direct 
sunlight. Place the hutch on bricks or legs to avoid it becoming damp 
during wet weather. Ensure the roof is sloping, waterproofed and 
overhangs slightly. Always ensure that hutch doors are locked to 
avoid accidental escape or access by predators, such as foxes. 
Hutches should be cleaned out regularly and plenty of bedding    
provided to help them stay warm at night. A run with playthings such 
as flowerpots and tunnels are a great way of allowing your pig to       
express its natural instincts to socialise and explore. Piles of logs 
(use apple, willow or hazel) make platforms for them to explore or 
hide under. Chewing the wood will also help to keep their teeth trim. 

Jerky treats & Garlic 
Concerns have been raised that a        
reported increase in the number of dogs 
presenting with kidney damage could be 
linked to the ingestion of imported dried 
jerky treats. A large number of cases had 
been fed chicken or duck jerky treats 
identified as originating from China. 
There is currently no specific toxin identi-
fied as the cause. 
There is several garlic supplements   
marketed for dogs. However, based on 
animal studies and cases reported to the 
Veterinary Poisons Information Service, 
there is evidence to suggest that garlic is 
toxic to dogs. Garlic belongs to the onion 
genus, Allium, and contains organo-
sulphoxides which causes damage to red 
blood cells when ingested in large quanti-
ties. Japanese and Korean breeds are 
more susceptible to the effects due to an 
inherited trait. Only give garlic to your dog 
if it is the form of an approved medicine 
or supplement. 

Microchip Alert! 
Most people should now know that micro-
chipping of all dogs becomes compulsory 
from April 2016. The law also requires your 
details to be held on a recognised data-
base. Please remember to contact your  
microchip database provider in order to   
update your address or telephone details if 
any of your contact details have changed 
since your pet’s microchip was inserted. 
A microchip is hardly bigger than a grain of 
rice and just takes a few seconds to        
implant. Like a normal injection, it is        
inserted under the skin at the back of the 
neck, and once there, lasts a lifetime. 
Contact us if your dog needs a microchip 
implant.  

Looking after your Guinea Pig Guinea pigs are relatively   
trouble free; they do not    
require any vaccinations and 
can live between 5 - 8 years. 
Problems to look out for    
include chest infections (can 
follow bad weather or stress), 
diarrhoea, overgrown claws 
and skin disease. A frequent 
problem we see is eye dam-
age caused by a piece of hay 
or grass awn.  
The most common skin   
complaint is caused by the      
burrowing mite Trixacarus 

caviae . Affected Guinea pigs 
are very itchy and develop 
scaly skin. If untreated hair-
loss, self-inflicted wounds 
and skin infections can de-
velop.      Severely affected 
animals may even have a  
seizure when handled. 


